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HEALTH

SpartAwareness
calls attention to
issues of cancer
on campus
By Amanda Hochmuth
@amandahochmuth

Cancer is not a dirty word.
That is the message a Hospitality, Recreation and Tourism Management Event Planning class of SJSU’s department of health
science and recreation is trying to spread
through their upcoming SpartAwareness
event.
The on-campus event will take place today,
April 30, from 3:30 to 4:30 p.m. in the Campus Village Quad.
According to the American Cancer Society, approximately 45 percent of males and
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38 percent of females will develop some type
of invasive cancer in their lifetime.
“People don’t like to talk about it,” said
Monica Vimolchalao, a senior health science
major and one of the event’s organizers.
She said she hopes SpartAwareness will
help unite students and bring supporters together.
The event is backed by sponsors such as
the Jacob’s Heart and Sharon Randolph foundations as well as ChokeOut Cancer, a foundation that utilizes mixed martial arts as a
means to help spread cancer awareness and

CAMPUS IMAGE

Flipping in summer temperatures

offers free martial arts fitness classes to lowincome families.
According to the organizers, the idea for
an event to raise cancer awareness was developed, in part, because of a group member who
battled cancer in the past.
“A lot of people in our group have been affected by it in some way,” said Lori Salazar, a
senior hospitality major and event organizer.
“We thought it was an important cause to
spread awareness about.”

SEE BATTLE ON PAGE 6
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A.S. Board
of Directors
fills vacant
positions
By Rochelle Beckel
@rochellebeckel
This year’s Associated Students
Board of Directors elections left
three positions unfilled, leaving the
decision of filling them to the current A.S. board.
Avesta Sabetian, the director of
business affairs, said no students ran
for the director of student resource
affairs, student fee affairs or environmental affairs positions.
“I think the description just
wasn’t as appealing and the name
didn’t help either,” he said. “I think
students sometimes pick the position just based on the name, like
business affairs, if they like business
they’ll just go for it even if they aren’t
exactly sure what (the director) does.”
According to Sabetian, the requirements for students to apply for
board positions are based on the 2.75
cumulative GPA requirement and
enrollment in at least six units.
Sabetian said the GPA requirement contributed to the lack of candidates for the unfilled positions
because one student who was planning on running for one of the three
board positions was cut from the
race because of a subpar GPA.
According to Mykel Jeffrey, the
director of student rights and responsibilities, although 2.75 was the
GPA requirement for students to apply for board positions at the time of
elections, the proposal to lower the
GPA requirement to 2.5 cumulative
has passed through Academic Senate
since the time of the election.

SEE APPLICANTS ON PAGE 2

Markus Cruz and Julio Fuentes parkour off the fountain in front of the Event Center. Zach Toberman / Spartan Daily
COMMUNITY

New A.S. President Nicholas Ayala
to integrate his campus experiences
By Rochelle Beckel
@rochellebeckel
Nicholas Ayala, a junior management information systems major, former Delta Sigma
Phi president and past resident adviser for
Campus Village Building C, was elected as the
Associated Students president for the 2013-14
academic year.
He said because he’s been active in a variety of facets of SJSU, he believes he has a good
sense of what’s going on in different areas of
campus life.
“I think it gave me an advantage because,
(to be) a representative of the student body,
you have to know the student body, as well as
possible and realize that there are 30,000 stu-

dents,” he said. “To know everyone would be
extremely hard, but you could always strive to
know as much as you can about the community.”
Mykel Jeffrey, the current A.S. director of
student rights and responsibilities and next
year’s director of external affairs, said next
year’s board of directors will be made up of
several new members who have experienced
many different aspects of campus life.
“It’s going to be (made up of) Greek and
housing and commuter students and I think
(some) international students as well,” he said.
“So it’s going to be a really diverse board, which
is actually really good, because we have a lot of
representation on campus, so they could go
back to whatever they recognize as ... and then

we can get the issues that they have and we can
work with them.”
Brandon Marquez, a freshman business
management major and director of business
affairs, said he can tell Ayala is extremely intelligent and experienced based on what he
has come to know about him through his campaign.
“Nick Ayala is very motivated to become
a really impactful person,” he said. “He really
wants to make a difference and that’s what I
think got him elected and that’s what I think he
will do a lot during his presidency next year.”
Ayala said even though he could see himself
running for other board positions, he decided
that the presidential position would be the best
fit for him because it would allow him to incorporate a new vision into the future of Associated Students more effectively than by being a
director.
“One of the things I talked about when I was
campaigning was this vision of (going) back to
the basics,” he said. “What that consisted of
was basically getting A.S. and their name and

what we do out to the community because a lot
of the people (who) I talked to, whether it was
at the food court or in student organizations or
in classes knew what A.S. stood for, (but) they
didn’t know what we did.”
Ayala said in addition to being president of
Delta Sigma Phi and a resident adviser on campus, he’s been vice president of the Entrepreneurial Society on campus and vice president
of one of the Resident Hall Association’s government halls.
“I’ve really been able to develop my professional skills because I’ve had multiple internships already,” he said. “One (was) with the
Federal Reserve Bank of San Francisco and
I’m going to be at (Deloitte Touche Tohmatsu
Limited) this summer, it’s one of the big four
accounting firms.”
Ayala said he liked the transparency the
current A.S. board of directors has, and thinks
that this was the first school year that students
began to recognize the A.S. name and brand.

SEE ELECT ON PAGE 2
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Applicants: Students missing Obama, Putin discuss claims that
out on leadership experiences Syria used its chemical weapons
INTERNATIONAL
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said she was the only one running for her po“At the end of this semester, they’ll do an- sition and because she met the requirements,
other grade check and that (requirement) will got the position.
be 2.5, cumulative,” he said.
“If people had applied earlier, they would
Katrina Swanson, the students’ election have gotten it,” she said. “I just wish that more
commission chief, said less than a percent of people would be engaged in student politics
the overall student population run for A.S. because it is a big deal.”
director positions and, to her
Worsnup stated that
knowledge, there have always
every A.S. on every colbeen positions left unfilled.
lege campus faces the same
“In the past there have been
problem of students not
upwards of five, six, seven
knowing what A.S. is and
open positions, so three is achow to get involved with it.
tually quite small, historically
“I think ultimately
for A.S.,” she said. “I think we
there needs to be a culture
were actually pretty successful
shift in how students view
in filling the majority of the
A.S,” he stated. “The Prespositions.”
ident-elect should be the
She said she also thought
base point and leader of this
the titles of the three positions
change. The board needs to
could have been what preventset policy that makes eleced students from applying for
tions a higher priority and
them.
provide an action plan.”
Laura Hart
“I just don’t think people are
Jeffrey said being an A.S.
director of university director has helped him defamiliar with those positions,”
advertising affairs velop his leadership and
she said. “These are really powerful positions that haven’t
communication skills and
been filled.”
also allowed him to meet a substantial numSwanson said the director of student fee ber of students in addition to the provost and
affairs sits on the Campus Fee Advisory Com- vice president of SJSU.
mittee, a committee that decides whether or
“You, (as a director), make decisions that
not fees for students will be lowered or raised. definitely affect the student body,” he said.
“That is huge,” she said. “They are the stu- “Look at our fee increase, that passed overdent voice that the university turns to decide whelmingly and that was with the leadership
whether or not to raise our fees, and no one of A.S. It’s going to definitely be a year when
applied for it.”
students on the board and off the board are
According to A.S. President Calvin going to need to get involved, and that’s what
Worsnup, the current A.S. board will handle we’re trying to do is try to get students inthe decision of who will be chosen for the un- volved and I think that should be our number
filled positions so that next year’s board will one goal.”
be complete and trained together.
Worsnup stated the board positions allow
“Candidates to be appointed go through students to develop into a real leader who has
a screening based off responses to written the power to make a beneficial impact on the
questions, then interview with the A.S. Presi- student body.
dent, then are confirmed by the A.S. board,”
“You have access to administration, rehe stated in an email. “The President nomi- sources and guidance in a unique setting,” he
nates one person for each vacant position.”
stated. “There will never be another opportuLaura Hart, the director of university ad- nity like this.”
vising affairs for the 2013-14 academic year,
Rochelle Beckel is a Spartan Daily staff writer.
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Elect: Plans
to heighten
A.S. presence
FROM PAGE 1
“That’s one of the things I really want to
continue building on,” he said. “I want it to be
an everyday vocabulary thing where people
understand what it is.”
Laura Hart, a junior American studies major and director of university advising affairs
for the 2013-14 academic year, said Ayala has
shared several promising plans to implement
next year as A.S. president.
“One of the things he’s going to work
on is getting people from the board of directors to come to the freshman orientation sessions to let them know about
what A.S. is,” Hart said. “He’s already hit
the ground running with all of his plans
(and) letting us know what he’s doing with
them.”
Ayala said he supports Vision 2017, a plan
put in place by the SJSU administration a few
years ago outlining five goals that SJSU will
ideally embody by 2017.
These goals include: 21st century learn-

Nicholas Ayala is the newly-elected Associated
Students president. Codi Mills / Spartan Daily

ing places, Spartan pride, bringing the average time it takes for students to graduate back
down to the four-year mark by creating more
open sections for impacted classes and general
support, according to Ayala.
The SJSU website states that “Agility through
Technology” is another goal of Vision 2017.
“I want the legacy (of my presidency) to be
if someone were to ask you what Associated
Students is, your first thought shouldn’t be to
explain what it is, but it should be to almost
question why they don’t know,” Ayala said.
“We want individuals to know on campus
what it is, all the way from freshmen up to
transfer students to people who are about to
graduate.”
Rochelle Beckel is a Spartan Daily staff writer.

By Lesley Clark and
Matthew Schofield
McClatchy Tribune
WASHINGTON — Even as the White
House said it still lacked proof that Syria
unleashed chemical weapons against its
people, President Barack Obama on Monday raised the issue with Russian President
Vladimir Putin in an effort to reach out one
of Syria’s key allies.
In a telephone call between the two leaders on a range of topics, Obama brought up
the Syrian conflict, “underscoring concern
over Syrian chemical weapons,” administration officials said in a statement.
The administration has long been frustrated with Russian resistance to U.S. efforts to tighten sanctions against Syria, but
it said that Obama and Putin had agreed
to stay in “close consultation,” and that
Secretary of State John Kerry and Russian
Foreign Minister Sergey Lavrov would continue the discussions.
A U.S. official declined to reveal details
of Obama’s conversation with Putin but
added that it was “only natural” for the
pair to discuss the alleged use of chemical
weapons in Syria — even as the hunt for
hard evidence continues — as Russia has for
some time expressed concerns about the issue and the security of Syria’s substantial
chemical weapons stockpiles.
“It would only make sense for the presidents to discuss what those concerns are
and instruct their teams to continue consulting on the issue,” said the official, who
asked not to be further identified because
of the sensitivity of the matter.
Meanwhile, at a news conference Monday in Moscow, Lavrov said the use of weapons of mass destruction was “too serious
and no one should play it.” He said, “There
are states and external players who think
that all means are good if they lead to displacement of the Syrian regime.”
The call between Obama and Putin came
as the administration said it was seeking
more evidence to confirm whether the Syr-

ian regime used chemical weapons, but officials said they don’t know how long that
might take.
White House press secretary Jay Carney
said the administration is working with the
Syrian opposition, as well as its allies, including France and Britain, to find answers
and is pressing Syrian leader Bashar Assad
to allow a United Nations team into the
country to investigate.
The president has said that Syrian use of
chemical weapons would cross a “red line,”
requiring reaction from the U.S. and its
allies, but Carney said more evidence was
needed.
“If you’re as serious as the president is
about this kind of transgression, if it were
to occur, you need to be sure of your facts
and you need to have facts that can be corroborated and that can be reviewed and
that are airtight,” he said.
White House officials set off alarms on
Capitol Hill last week when they acknowledged for the first time that the United
States had received some evidence, with
varying degrees of confidence, that Assad
had used chemical weapons on a small scale,
the lethal nerve agent sarin in particular.
It triggered an immediate call for action
against Syria among some lawmakers who
for months have been pushing the administration to show stronger support for the
insurgency trying to unseat Assad. The U.S.
so far has provided only non-lethal aid.
(Jonathan S. Landay of the Washington
bureau contributed to this story.)
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Comedian booked for hometown performance
By Lauren Hailey
@LaurenOLovely
Comedian Anjelah Johnson is coming home for a new
show at the San Jose Center
for Performing Arts.
Johnson, a San Jose native who has been featured in
movies such as “Alvin & the
Chipmunks” and “Our Family Wedding,” and known for
appearances on “MADtv”, is
headlining two shows on Saturday, one at 8:00 p.m. and
one at 10:30 p.m.
Johnson, who is known
for her observational humor,
is bringing that same brand
of comedy to her new act,
which includes recent moments in her life.
She got married in 2011
to musician Manwell Reyes,
and said she uses that a lot in
her act.
“My husband gives me a
lot of material because he’s
crazy,” she said.
She also uses her experiences growing up in the Bay
Area, and her friends and
family, in her act.
“(Everything from) Pop
Warner cheerleading to trying to be a little thug, but (not
really) knowing how, all took
part in shaping who I am today,” she said.
Johnson was also inducted
as a cheerleader for the Oakland Raiders in 2002, when
she won the Rookie of the
Year award and made an appearance in the Super Bowl.
She is partnering with
Cityteam, a nonprofit organization that serves the poor
and homeless in communities around the world.
People who want to know
more about Cityteam can

get pamphlets and talk to
representatives at the show,
she said.
All of the proceeds from
the raffle drawing that will
be held at each show will be
donated to the Cityteam organization, Johnson said.

Johnson, who
is known
for her
observational
humor, is
bringing that
same brand
of comedy
to her new
act, which
includes
recent
moments in
her life.
“(Cityteam is) helping
homeless people, helping
people with addictions, giving people resources and
giving them life skills,” she
said. “(We’re) donating to
this amazing organization
that is helping people get off
the street and get their life
together. These are our own
people that need help.”
Johnson said the raffle
winners will receive a merchandise prize pack and
meet-and-greet with her,
as well as her family and
friends.

“I’ve seen her before and I
thought she was funny,” said
senior English major Austin
Mckenzie. “She tells a lot of
jokes about growing up in San
Jose, which is cool.
Junior finance major Jane
Ho said her boyfriend bought
tickets to the show and she’s
excited because she’s never
seen her live before.
“I always watch her videos
on Youtube and they’re hilarious,” she said. “I can’t wait to
see her new stuff.”
Johnson said she always
loves coming home to perform because she has many
fans and gets to spend time
with her family.
“I love to just be on my
couch and watch some “Criminal Minds,” hang out with my
friends and family and spend
quality time,” she said.
Johnson said many of her
friends growing up are excited for her to come home and
want to watch her show.
“I’m trying to get a hold
of people that I haven’t seen
in a while that I used to hang
out with,” she said. “In a way I
represent my hometown. It’s
one for the homies, we share
in this.”
Johnson said her main goal
in doing shows is to “leave a
deposit of joy” in every city
she performs in, and San Jose
is no different.
“Scientifically it’s proven,
something happens when you
laugh,” she said. “My prayer
for every show is that people
will come to my show, laugh
have a good time, and experience joy, and leave the building and share that joy.”
Johnson said her dream
should serve as an example
to anyone from San Jose to go

Anjelah Johnson, a San Jose native, will be holding two evening shows Saturday at the San
Jose Center for the Performing Arts . Photo courtesy of wellsfargocenterarts.org

out and reach their dreams
and coming home to perform
is just a reminder for everyone that dreams do come true.

“Yo, I’m from San Jose,
born and raised, and went
for my dreams and made it
happen, so let’s come and

celebrate together,” Johnson
said.
Lauren Hailey is a Spartan
Daily staff writer.
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LGBT

Collins becomes first active male athlete to come out
By Josh Robbins
McClatchy Tribune
Longtime NBA center Jason
Collins on Monday became the
first active male player in a major American pro team sport to
announce that he’s gay.
Collins, who finished the
2012-13 season with the Washington Wizards, made his declaration in a first-person essay
that was published online by
Sports Illustrated and will appear in the May 6, 2013, issue of
the magazine.
“I’m a 34-year-old NBA center. I’m black. And I’m gay,” Collins says in the essay.
“I didn’t set out to be the
first openly gay athlete playing in a major American team
sport. But since I am, I’m happy to start the conversation.
I wish I wasn’t the kid in the
classroom raising his hand
and saying, ‘I’m different.’ If
I had my way, someone else
would have already done this.
Nobody has, which is why I’m
raising my hand.”
NBA commissioner David
Stern lauded Collins in a statement released Monday.
“We have known the Collins
family since Jason and (his twin
brother) Jarron joined the NBA
in 2001 and they have been exemplary members of the NBA
family,” Stern said. “Jason has
been a widely respected player
and teammate throughout his
career, and we are proud he has
assumed the leadership mantle
on this very important issue.”
Collins has played for six
franchises during his 12-year
NBA career: the New Jersey
Nets, Memphis Grizzlies, Minnesota Timberwolves, Atlanta
Hawks, Boston Celtics and the
Wizards.

Washington Wizards center Jason Collins warms up before their game against the New Orleans Hornets on March 15. Collins is
the first active male professional athlete in the major four American sports leagues to come out as gay. Harry E. Walker / MCT

Fans might remember Collins most for his role as the
Hawks’ starting center during
the first round of the 2011
NBA playoffs.

Although Collins played under 20 minutes in each of those
games, he and backup center
Zaza Pachulia played strong defense against Dwight Howard.

Their defense enabled the
Hawks to rarely double-team
Howard.
That allowed the rest of the
Hawks’ defenders to crowd

Classifieds

the 3-point line, and Atlanta
stymied Orlando’s long-range
shooting throughout the series.
Atlanta won the series in
six games.

Magic fans might also remember Magic center John
Amaechi, who in February
2007 announced that he was
gay.
Amaechi already had retired from pro basketball (after
the 2002-03 season) when he
made his announcement, but
Collins will be an unrestricted
free agent this offseason.
On Monday, Amaechi offered his support to Collins via
Twitter.
Amaechi wrote: “Congratulations to Jason — society
couldn’t hope for a more eloquent & positive role model.”
Other NBA players on Monday tweeted their support of
Collins.
Denver Nuggets forward
Kenneth Faried wrote: “Wow
this is amazing all smiles.. So so
happy Jason Collins came out &
announce he was openly GAY
ALL SUPPORT OVER HERE
#ATHLETEALLY #LGBT”
Los Angeles Lakers guard
Steve Nash tweeted: “The time
has come. Maximum respect.”
In April 2011, the NBA
fined Lakers star Kobe Bryant
$100,000 for uttering an antigay slur toward a referee during
a game. Showing how times are
changing, Bryant also Tweeted
support for Collins on Monday:
Bryant wrote: “Proud of @
jasoncollins34. Don’t suffocate
who u r because of the ignorance
of others #courage #support
#mambaarmystandup #BYOU”
Celtics head coach Doc Rivers issued a statement in which
he praised Collins.
“I am extremely happy and
proud of Jason Collins,” Rivers
said. “He’s a pro’s pro. He is the
consummate professional and
he is one of my favorite ‘team’
players I have ever coached.”

Today’s Crossword Puzzle
Universal Crossword

Employment
FOCUS GROUP
Eating less to save money? Can’t afford to eat
balanced meals? Worried about your next meal?
A graduate research project is sponsoring a series
of focus groups to learn how students at SJSU cope
with worrying about their food supply.
GET INVOLVED. 1 hour commitment. Participant
compensation. Completely confidential.
Sign-up @ hungrystudent.sjsu@gmail.com
$$ Sperm Donors Wanted $$
Earn up to $1,200/month and help create families.
Convenient Palo Alto location.
Apply online: www.SPERMBANK.com
Waitress/Waiter - Thai Restaurant
ACROSS

Help Wanted: Waitress/ Waiter for neighborhood
Thai food restaurant located in San Jose, near
Los Gatos. We have friendly customers (techies,
local residents), warm decor and great food. Good
tips and nice management! Lunch and dinner shifts
available.
Call Bob @ 408-691-2997
Email bobgodwin@gmail.com
Summer Student Storage!
Discounted student rates available at
Downtown Self Storage. Reserve your unit today:
Phone: (408) 995-0700
Address: 850 S. 10th St., San Jose
Email: info@selfstoragesanjose.com
Web: www.selfstoragesanjose.com

PREVIOUS PUZZLE ANSWER

How To
Place your ads ONLINE at
www.Spartandaily.com/advertising
You can also place
classifieds through the
Spartan Daily Ad office.
Call us at 408.924.3270 or
visit us in DBH 209.
Office Hours: 1:30 - 4:15 P.M.
spartandailyads@sjsumedia.com

DISCLAIMER
The Spartan Daily makes no claim for products or services advertised below nor is
there any guarantee implied. The classified columns of the Spartan Daily consist of
paid advertising and offers are not approved or verified by the newspaper. Certain
advertisements in these columns may refer the reader to specific telephone numbers
or addresses for additional information. Classified readers should be reminded that,
when making these further contacts, they should require complete information
before sending money for goods or services. In addition, readers should carefully
investigate all firms offering employment listings or coupons for discount vacations
or merchandise.

1 Take it easy
5 Supplicates
9 “Just the
___, ma’am”
14 Burn
ointment
15 Field of
study
16 “I’m with
Stupid”
symbol
17 Easily split
mineral
18 Like pocketed pool
balls
19 “The
People’s
Princess”
20 Bookie’s
concern
23 Branch of
Buddhism
24 Overused
25 Kind of pad
27 In a faint
30 Burial rite
33 Winter
hazard
34 Clear of
vermin
37 Winner at
roulette,
often
38 Tiresome
routines
40 It’s debatable
42 Competes,
as for a title
43 Went out
from the
shore
45 Designer’s
concern
47 52 in old
Rome
48 Brand of

cracker
50 More than
shouldn’t
52 On the
ocean
53 4-0 World
Series win,
e.g.
55 Gentle one?
57 Accountant’s
form
62 Thing you
don’t want
to twist
64 “Cogito ___
sum”
65 “Be it___so
humble ...”
66 Bargain for
a burglar?
67 Solemnly
swear
68 Bring
exasperation
69 Kins’
partners
70 William
with a state
named after
him
71 Otherwise

DOWN

1 Miner’s light
source
2 Collection
of miscellaneous
things
3 Centers of
great activity
4 Makeshift
abode
5 Baby’s bed
6 Blow, like
Dante’s Peak

7 Sci-fi or
suspense,
e.g.
8 “For Pete’s
___!”
9 In one year
and out the
other?
10 Jackie’s
second
husband
11 Patchwork
work
12 Muscular
condition
13 Ugly
duckling,
eventually
21 Beat a path
22 Celebrant’s
robe
26 Pope of the
10th century
27 Buenos ___
28 One way
to get into
deep water
29 Hardly the
life of the
party
30 Of the ear
31 For ___ an
emergency
32 Beatles tune
“___ Is”
35 Hopped a
freight
36 Breastbeating
primate
39 Arranges
a table
41 Do a joyful
“The Price is
Right” action
44 Some big
engines
46 Feels awful

about
49 Short
snooze
51 Shape the
world is in
53 Badminton
opener
54 Child’s
four-wheeler
55 Catcher’s
protector
56 Planning to
vote no
58 Bring in a
harvest
59 Villain’s work
60 Congers
61 Grove unit
63 ___-di-dah
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Looking for safe, efficient
alternatives to pesticides
This contributed opinion was
written by five Master’s in Public
Health students: Melissa Castillo,
Virginia Darenkamp, Kyle Ekberg,
Sky Pile and Amy Pradhan.

Racial injustice still evident in society
It’s a question that has gone unanswered for almost four months
now.
How could a school, and most
importantly a police department,
cover up the death of an innocent
human being?
It doesn’t so much shock me as
hurt me.
Lowndes High School and
the Valdosta Police Department
should be doing all they can to find
out the truth behind Kendrick
Johnson’s death.
They owe it to his family,
friends and all those who loved
him, to find out what happened
to him on Jan. 10, 2013.
Before I get ahead of myself,
let me break down the story. For
those who don’t know, Johnson
is an African-American, 17-yearold football player from Valdosta,
Georgia who attended Lowndes
High School.
On Jan. 11, 2013, he was found
rolled up in a wrestling mat in the
school’s gym.

No innocent
person
deserves to
have their life
taken away no
matter what
color skin they
have.
Based on reports by Lowndes
County sheriff’s investigators,
the authorities ruled the death
accidental, saying Johnson fell
into the upright standing mat
while reaching for a shoe and the
blood rushing to his head caused
him to die.
While on Instagram a few days
ago, I came across a picture of a
young man who looked like he was
severally beaten, his face was unrecognizable – pretty much deformed.
It turned out that boy was Johnson and there is no way his death
was accidental.
Someone — and most likely
someone at that school — beat that
young man to death, yet the Sheriff
says there was no foul play.

When tragedies like this hapTill’s face was so mutilated that
pen and when they are predomi- the only way he could be idennantly centered on African-Amer- tified was by the ring he wore,
ican men I can’t help but think that which had his father’s initials
racism will never go away.
engraved in it.
It reminds me of the many men
Needless to say, the men who
that have been falsely accused or killed Till were acquitted, and two
killed for things they did not do, such months later admitted to comas Trayvon Martin – another 17-year- mitting the crime, knowing they
old African American
would not be arrested.
who was fatally shot by
Till and his family
a 28-year-old Hispanic
didn’t receive justice and
male by the name
Johnson’s family and
of George Zimmerfriends have not received
man who described
justice for his death.
Martin as looking like
While authorities are
no-good, suspicious
ruling the death accidenand druggy to police
tal, there could still be a
dispatchers.
killer on the loose.
Sydney Reed’s
On a police rePart of me hates to
column appears
cording Zimmerman
say this, (but then again
every other Tuesday
is being heard saydoesn’t) but if this was
ing, “these assholes, they always get a white student found rolled up
away.”
in a wrestling mat beaten to death
In the case of Martin, some there would be a hunt for the killer
people said his death was his fault, and the news would have went
saying outrageous things such as national in a day, not almost four
maybe he shouldn’t have looked months later.
so suspicious or been wearing a
If this were a white student,
black hoodie.
their parents would not be arrested
It was raining and who ever said for having a peaceful protest, holdit was against the law for someone ing “No Justice, No Peace” signs,
to wear a hoodie? No one.
and the administration at the high
Jamie Foxx was even attacked for school would not refuse to show
wearing a T-shirt at the 2013 MTV the last footage of the student
Movie Awards with Trayvon Martin at school, which PolicyMic.com
on it that said “Know Justice.”
reported Lowndes High School adSome individuals didn’t bother ministration of doing.
to acknowledge that he was showYou would think looking at
ing his respects to the Sandy Hook the school’s camera footage would
children, who were also pictured on be on the authorities list of things
the shirt, but instead blurted out to do, but for some reason that
racist comments on Twitter about wasn’t a priority and neither was
Foxx and Martin that said “dead getting in contact with the county
n****r criminal.”
coroner, who admitted the sherSome individuals even went on iff didn’t notify him of Johnson’s
to say Martin got what he deserved. death on Jan. 11, according to
No innocent person deserves to PolicyMic.com.
have their life taken away no matAny evidence could have been
ter what color skin they have.
removed during that time and it’s
Seeing the picture of John- sad to think that anyone would do
son’s face also reminded me of the that. What if it was your son, brothgruesome picture of Emmett Till, er or friend? How would it make
a 14-year-old boy who was kid- you feel if their death was covered
napped, tortured and then killed in up and nothing was done about it?
Mississippi in 1955.
I could be thinking too hard
Till was accused of making ad- and jumping to conclusions, but
vances toward a white woman.
everything inside of me says this
Two white men, one being the boy was killed and his family
husband of the woman, brutally should have the right to know who
beat Till, dragged him to the Talla- did it and why.
hatchie River, shot him in the head,
Sydney Reed is a Spartan Daily
tied him up with barbed wire and staff writer. Follow her on Twitter
shoved his body in the river.
@SyydNee_Daily
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Roma or heirloom tomatoes? Iceberg or romaine lettuce? Jalapenos
or pasilla peppers? There once was
a time when deciding between the
various selections of produce was the
most complex decision that a consumer needed to make while perusing
through the produce section of their
local grocery store.
However, with today’s persistent misuse and overuse of pesticide
chemicals, consumers may need to begin asking themselves a different set
of questions during their next visit to
the produce section. Liver tumors or
cancer? Miscarriage or birth defects?
Infertility or hormone disruption?
The existence of pesticide residues within the environment is inevitable, but unfortunately, most
consumers are unaware that the
fruit and vegetables that they are
consuming may have been contaminated by several harmful pesticide
chemicals used by industry.
Even in low doses, and depending on the type used, consuming
pesticide residues over a long period
of time can lead to an accumulation
within the body, resulting in serious
negative health effects. For example,
commonly used pesticides such as
Chlorpyrifos, Carbendazim, and Dimethoate can cause health related issues, such as improper function of the
nervous system, hepatic tumors and/
or cancer.
Instead of taking the risk of consuming harmful pesticide chemicals, consumers need to consider the benefits of
adopting alternative food sources.
The Environmental Protection
Agency (EPA) is responsible for regulating and setting maximum tolerances on the amount of pesticides that
may remain in or on foods marketed
in the United States.
Each pesticide is subjected to a
thorough and lengthy review of the
potential risks to human health posed
by that pesticide. For new pesticides,
the EPA can provide a conditional
registration exception for emergency
situations that threaten the security
of our nation’s food supply.
However, according to a March
2013 report from the Natural Resources Defense Council (NRDC), it
was found that in the past two years,
over 300 pesticides that were conditionally registered by the EPA were
utilized inappropriately.
Without regard to the safety of
the nation’s food supply and without
knowing the potential health risks,
many acres of croplands have been
carelessly contaminated with pesticides that have not been subjected to
the rigorous EPA approval process.
Once released into the environment, pesticide residue can cause serious consequences not only among
humankind, but also across several
different spectrums of living organisms in the environment.
The signs of pesticide misuse
and overuse have already become
apparent globally.

The leaching of pesticides into soil
has caused several episodes of groundwater contamination, pesticide drift
has decreased the reproduction of
many species within aquatic ecosystems, the human food web has become
tainted by harmful chemicals and unprotected field workers that handle
pesticide applications are often without proper protection barriers.
It is unreasonable to expect that a
total elimination of the use of pesticides will occur overnight, but there
are several ways that individuals can
reduce their exposure.
Purchasing 100 percent organically
grown foods is one method that can substantially reduce pesticide consumption.
It is important to keep in mind
that products that are merely labeled
as organic or made with organic ingredients are not pesticide-free. A
food item that is truly 100 percent organic must only contain ingredients
that are certified organic, all processing steps must be organic and a certified agency must be identified on the
package labeling.
Another consumer method, Integrated Pest Management (IPM), is
a concept that was originally developed for commercial agriculture,
but can also be applied within the
home garden setting.
IPM consists of several pest control
strategies that have proven to be safer,
more effective and highly sustainable.
Some examples of IPM strategies
include: mechanical controls (handpicking, stomping and squashing
pests), cultural practices (planting
specific types of crops during times
that peak pest populations are not
an issue) and biological controls
(placing natural enemies such as ladybugs, mustard plants, dandelions
and other odorous flowers in the
garden to keep the population of
pests at a manageable level).
We may be able to live in today’s
world without ever having to experience pesticide related illness or disease, but someday future generations
will be forced to deal with the repercussions of our careless misuse of pesticide chemicals.
It is the responsibility of the human race to ensure that the world remains a sustainable place for all that
is living.
If consumers make the choice to
purchase 100 percent organic foods,
avoid pesticide use within the home
and support stricter pesticide regulations, we can substantially curb the
use of the pesticides that are currently
destroying our planet.
If we continue to allow these human acts of destruction to occur,
the severe consequences will forever
change the way we live, if we are able
to continue living at all.
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BATTLE

Has cancer affected your life in some way?
What are the best ways to deal with it?

“Both my grandpas died from cancer, smoking (and) it
affected my perspective on smoking. (Because of cancer
awareness events), people are more aware of what kinds
of cancer there are and what things you shouldn’t do to
prevent cancer.”

... My dad
is a cancer
survivor
and so is my
grandma.
It’s
important to
stay positive
...

“It has really hit home. It’s been a problem for my relatives; it’s a concern for my family. Campaigns that are
about raising the awareness and about the cause are very
beneficial, especially for individuals who aren’t educated
well enough on the matter.”

Christine Luetke,
sophomore pre-nursing
major

Michael Gonzales, junior pre-nursing major

FROM PAGE 1
According to Salazar, the event is open to everyone but is
targeted mainly towards resident students.
She said she believes this event will be relevant to the many
students who have likely dealt with cancer in their lives in one
way or another.
It will feature a performance by mixed martial arts fighters
of ChokeOut Cancer, henna tattooing, a station to make birthday cards for child cancer patients and resource tables with
information on how to donate and other ways to help support
the fight to end cancer.
In addition to free food, the event will also feature raffle
tickets with prizes ranging from $50 Spartan Shops certificates to gift cards for places including Starbucks and P.F.
Chang’s.
The group also plans to display a banner on which students
can write the names of friends, family members and acquaintances they are supporting in their battles with the disease.
Sherri Legaspi, a senior hospitality major and event organizer, said that through this event she hopes the group can
raise awareness to a worthy cause as well as educate their peers.
“A lot of people don’t think about it until it happens to
their family or friends,” Legaspi said. “But it could happen to
anyone, It could happen to you.”
Amanda Hochmuth is a Spartan Daily staff writer.

“I personally don’t have anyone in my family that has
cancer, but I’ve known some other families and it’s been
really sad for them to let their (loved) ones pass away.
They raise money to cure (cancer victims) so it’s really
good.”
Jeremy Manuel, senior recreation therapy major

May Naing, sophomore business major

... My grandma
survived lung
cancer and my mom
survived ovarian
cancer. Just be
there for emotional
support. They need
someone strong to
be there for them
and spend time with
them...
Danielle Fisher,
junior hospitality major

Compiled by Amanda Hochmuth and
Christiana Cobb
Photos by Carolyn Seng

